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WELCOME!  
 

 
 

DARKNESS AND LIGHT 
 

Our latest visit to Rajasthan in February proved particularly challenging - personally, 
physically and emotionally. We have encountered many new obstacles, anxieties and 
disappointments.  After many months of preparatory work, our efforts to obtain charitable 
status in India came to an abrupt end, falling victim to the ever-increasing restrictions 
placed upon foreign NGOs working there and making it impossible for The Dragonfly 
Schools Foundation to set up our own school. 
 
However, we have also experienced many moments of inspiration and clarity and for each 
door which appears to have closed, we have found another more welcoming and 
potentially more promising door has opened to let in the light. 
 
 

  



A NEW WAY FORWARD 
 
 

 
 

 
Undeterred and re-energised, and following much discussion with those already working on 
the ground with children here in Pushkar, we have found a new way forward to provide 
education and vocational training, not only for the children whom we have been 
supporting since 2017, but potentially for very many more. Our proposed new strategy is 
as follows: 
 
 
Three of our existing four projects remain unchanged: 
 

• Our support for the Vikas school – more information below. 
• Our provision of part-time education. 
• Our development, funding and management of traineeships. 

 
  
The fourth project, to establish our own school, will change to working in partnership 
with (or adopting) already established, underfunded and under-resourced schools, 
serving the same children for whom our charity was created. 
 
By adopting these existing schools, our charity has the potential to transform the lives of 
many more children than if it were to own and manage a single school for around fifty 
pupils, as initially proposed. Indeed, our new proposal begins by providing education for 
over one hundred children, all otherwise without access to education, and over half with 
disabilities and learning difficulties. 

 
We propose that our first two partnerships will be with the Vikas Project School and 
the Richa Rehabilitation Centre. 

 

Both of these small free schools, run by local people in Pushkar, are already known to us; 
indeed, we have been supporting one of them since we began to operate here. Both are 
providing education for some of the most neglected and marginalised children and young 
people in Rajasthan; both have had charitable status in India for some time. Neither 
receives any financial support from the Indian government and both rely solely upon 
donations from supporters, money and resources provided by their founders and volunteer 
help on the ground. 



THE VIKAS SCHOOL, PUSHKAR  

 

 
 
 

The Vikas Project provides free education and basic medical assistance to families in tent 
camps in and around Pushkar. These communities have low income and literacy rates, 
they experience many daily hardships and have no electricity or plumbing, and they face 
complex problems with education, health and housing. The Vikas Project is the only NGO 
in India currently educating girls from the Kalbelia tribal people, who are traditionally 
desert-dwelling dancers and snake-charmers. 

 
The Vikas Project School provides basic full-time education in Hindi reading and writing, 
Mathematics, IT, Art, Crafts, Music and Dance. A free, nutritious midday meal is provided 
for each child every day and free transport is available for those children living some 
distance from the school. 
 
 

  
 
 



THE RICHA REHABILITATION CENTRE, PUSHKAR 

 

 
 

 
This is a small Indian free school, providing free education and therapies for children with 
special needs, including severe learning difficulties and physical and sensory disabilities.  
Currently, about forty-five pupils attend each day, among whom are children suffering 
from cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, visual impairment and profound deafness. 

 
Speech therapy, behavioural therapy and physiotherapy are currently only provided on an 
occasional and predominantly volunteer basis, together with basic formal education and 
some vocational training, Yoga, Music, Dance and Art.  
 
Teaching is provided every day by the Headteacher and one other qualified teacher (both 
unpaid), assisted by volunteers. Free meals and transport are also provided.  
  

 
 



TRAINEESHIPS FOR OLDER CHILDREN 
 

 
 

 
Patric (above) is now officially the very first beneficiary of our traineeship programme and 
works at The Tree of Life for Animals (TOLFA), near Ajmer in Rajasthan. We have visited 
him at work and discovered a very gentle, calm and diligent young man who clearly loves 
such closeness to animals and is very happy to be employed as a trainee at the TOLFA 
hospital. TOLFA’s founder and hospital manager, Rachel Wright, commented: 
 
‘Patric has a natural affinity with, and a respect for, the animals in his care. He is 
displaying all the essential qualities for undertaking this work, as well as an obvious 
enjoyment and aptitude for it. Assuming a successful first year’s basic training, it is likely 
that he will then specialise in animal nurturing and one-to-one specialist care.’ 
 
 

PROVISION OF PART-TIME EDUCATION 

 

  
 

 
 

The establishment of part-time classes remains one of our four core projects; our aims in 
establishing such classes continue to be: 
 

• to offer an education to those children who must contribute to their family’s 
income 



• to engage with children who are unable to attend school on a full-time basis for 
any other reason 

 
• to provide basic Hindi Literacy and Numeracy classes on a part-time basis 

 
• to provide part-time classes in spoken English 

 
• to provide part-time classes in IT 

 
• to encourage and assist children into full-time education  

 
   
Our proposal is to keep this project in abeyance until we have established a base in one of 
our ‘adopted’ schools, from which we can operate a programme of part-time classes, 
using the space and the teachers available to us. 
 

 
 

 
 
We hope that you will continue to support us in our work and we thank you for everything 
you have done so far to help our charity provide care and education for these poor, 
vulnerable and marginalised children. If you would like to comment upon any of our 
proposals in this Newsletter, we would welcome your views. Please contact us using the 
email address below. 
 
As with all charities, we can only dare to dream of achieving our aims if we can raise 
sufficient funds to make them happen. Please consider making a donation to The 
Dragonfly Schools Foundation; we are registered for Gift Aid and you’ll find Gift Aid and 
Standing Order forms to download from our website. 
 
With our very best wishes to you all, 
 
Sue and Ian Bretherton 
Co-founders and Directors 
 

Thank You Everyone! 
 

www.thedragonflyschoolsfoundation.com 
 

enquiries@thedragonflyschoolsfoundation.com  
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